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First there was LISPcraft, a tutorial introduction to Franz LISP, the most widely available real dialect

of LISP. Now Robert Wilensky introduces students, teachers, and professionals to Common LISP.In

an interactive session with the interpreter, readers of this book are introduced to the elements of the

Common LISP language as well as to issues of programming style.CommonLISPcraft contains:Full

documentation of every Common LISP function, symbol, and character.Standardization notes

highlighted in the text. These draw attention to language features that are unspecified by the

definition of Common LISP, that depend on the documentation, or that may be different in other

LISP dialects.Detailed exposition of special Common LISP features, including multiple-value

returns, structures, packages, and Common LISP data types.Expanded treatment of recursion, plus

full discussion of I/O, debugging, system functions, and compilation.Examples of a variety of

programming styles, with comments on good and bad style.Exercises that provide directions for

further explorations, with a SolutionsManual available upon request.Two applied examples in the

final chapters, to give the flavor of large-scale programming.Appendices summarizing Common

LISP functions and special characters.Detachable pocket reference card for use at the terminal.
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I am the proud owner of eight Lisp books, and this one is at the top of the list for learning the

language, because of the exercises, and because Wilensky is a teacher and knows how to teach.

You don't learn a language by reading a book, or by reading a specification, but by writing code.



The chapters in 'Common Lisp Craft' are short enough to read through in one sitting, but the end of

chapter exercises will keep you busy for days. The last two chapters involve real applications, and

go much farther than simple beginner exercises.Three warnings:1. My copy is 23 years old (1986 to

2009) and environments have changed, the interface with Lisp in Wilensky is totally out of date and

pretty much useless.2. This book alone isn't enough, particularly with respect to macros, quotes,

CLOS, and the like, so expect to follow it up with something else from another point of view, like

Peter Seibel.3. These is a solutions manual. Get it. You will need it.

This book is a classic in the Lisp literature. It is extremely readable. Those new to Lisp can gain

from this. Good Lisp programming style is emphasized. this book is a reworking of the author's

earlier book LispCraft. Ease of reading should be considered this work's greatest asset.

Although the author of the book is teaching my LISP class, the book is very difficult for a beginner to

LISP and has almost no actual code to learn from. It tends to be wordy and the examples are

abstract and not clear. The author is a really nice guy, but in consencus with many of my other

classmates, the book is very hard to learn from and brushes over many topics which I have found

covered in greater detail in other texts.

While this is a good book for a reference to the language, there are virtually no examples of code

within the book at all. If you are new to LISP, you will not benefit much by buying this.

Very useful for someone who's only seen OO programming.
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